Name (s) _______________
______________________
Address ________________

Friends of City Hall
P.O. Box 283
Marine City, MI 48039

Membership Form

Friends of City Hall
“Friends” is a non-profit association dedicated to the preservation,
restoration and promotion of the
historic City Hall of Marine City.

______________________
City ___________________
State and Zip ____________
Phone (s):______________
______________________
Email address: __________
______________________
Yearly Dues: Individual $10.00
$20.00 for a family
Send a check payable to:
Friends of City Hall
P.O. 283
Marine City, MI
48039

City Hall, Marine City, Michigan
Architects: George Dewitt Mason
and Zachariah Rice 1884

An Affiliate Membership form for businesses and
institutions can be found on our website

Please consult our website for information on current meeting time/
place and planned activities.
www.friendsofcityhall.com

City Hall is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places
It is the first Historic District in
Marine City and is soon to be
protected by an Historic District
Ordinance.

www.friendsofcityhall.com

Friends of City Hall was started in April of
2011 to create an organization devoted to two
overriding concerns: the welfare and future
of the City Hall of Marine City.
Designed by the young architectural team of
Mason and Rice, the building was finished in
1884 in the popular style established by the
architect H.H. Richardson called Romanesque Revival. It was a period of growth and
wealth in Marine City and city leaders were
very interested in expressing the exuberance
of their city with an equally exuberant and
grand home for city government. They were
the glory days of the late Victorian era.
The 20th century was not always kind to this
building inflicting some unwise modifications during the Great Depression, radical,
destructive, interior remodeling in later decades and extended periods of benign neglect.
The 21st century opened with a tug of war
between those who would destroy and those
who would preserve the building. Preservation carried the day but funding the total
restoration of the structure is beyond city
means.
Friends of City Hall is a growing membership dedicated to long range fund raising via
the pursuit of grants, fund raising activities
and a sustainable program of scheduled historical events like “Heritage Days” planned
for October, 2012. Everyone is eligible to
join our ranks and get to work. Our application for tax exempt status is pending.

10 Reasons ….
why an historic building should
not be torn down.
1. It is the material embodiment
of the values and ideas of its
era...i.e. it speaks for its time
and place.
2. It has a style people find beautiful and interesting.
3. Preserved, protected and well
maintained it is a magnet for
Heritage Tourists and produces income for the community.
4. Its existence connotes a community that knows history and
is cultured.
5. It is impossible to replace.
The materials and art may be
far too expensive to reproduce
or no longer available.

6. It generally costs more to demolish and rebuild than to
restore.
7. A modern replacement is
likely to be built as quickly
and inexpensively as possible
and will not last much beyond 50 years.
8. Demolition is not a very
green thing to do. Demolition destroys the embodied
energy already invested in
the structure and puts thousands of tons of material in a
landfill.
9. A community that preserves
its past has more character
and interest.

We offer very informative tours of City Hall,
basement to balcony, to all who become
members of “Friends”. Use the form inside
and join up today.

10. An historic building has
much to teach us.

City Hall c. 1900

