
Friends of City Hall was organized in April of 2011 
to create an institution devoted to two overriding 
concerns:  the welfare and the future of the City Hall of 
Marine City.  It is a 501 (c ) 3 corporation and all gifts 
and donations are tax deductible.

Designed by the young architectural firm of George 
Dewitt Mason and Zachariah Rice, the building 
was completed in 1884.  Their design was inspired 
by the Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson 
who popularized medieval Romanesque form in a 
style we now call Richardson Romanesque.  It is a 
uniquely American  style that speaks of wealth and 
achievement and was well suited to the prosperous 
Marine City community and its desire for a grand 
home for government.  It was the glory days of the 
late Victorian era.

The 20th century was not always kind to this building 
inflicting some unwise modifications during the Great 
Depression; radical, destructive, interior remodeling in 
later decades and extended periods of benign neglect.

The 21st century opened with preservation proponents 
and a city with dwindling resources struggling to find a 
path forward.  With total restoration well beyond city 
means, “Friends” was formed to bring the world of non-
profit grants and private funding to the cause.  Now 
every interested individual and group can participate  in 
this worthy effort restoring this important asset for the 
city and the region.  

Friends of City Hall is a growing membership dedicated 
to long range fund raising via the pursuit of grants, fund 
raising activities and a sustainable program of historical 
events like Heritage Days.  This annual celebration of 
our history happens the third weekend of September.

We always welcome new members and Heritage Days 
participants.  We meet on the 4th Thursday of every 
month at 7:00 P.M. at Great Lakes Art and Antiques  
123 N. Belle River Rd. Marine City.  Please join us.

We offer very informative tours of City Hall, basement 
to balcony, to all who join.  Use the form on the reverse 
to sign up today.  Tours also offered by request for 
visitors and groups.

10 Reasons… 
why a historic building should  

not be torn down.

1.  It is the material embodiment of the values 
and ideas of its era i.e. it speaks eloquently 
of its time and place.

2.  It has a style people find beautiful and 
interesting and gives aesthetic pleasure.

3.  Preserved, protected and well maintained, 
it is a magnet for Heritage Tourism, new 
businesses, new residents and produces 
income for the community.

4.  Its existence connotes a community that 
knows, values and takes pride in its history 
and culture.

5.   It is impossible to replace.  The materials, 
art or craft may be far too expensive to 
reproduce or are no longer available (ex:  
heart pine). 

6.  It generally costs more to demolish, dispose 
and rebuild than to restore.

7.  A modern replacement is likely to be built 

as quickly and inexpensively as possible 
producing architecture that is unlikely to 
serve beyond 50 years.

8.  Demolition is not a very green thing to 
do.  Demolition wastes and destroys the 
embodied energy already invested in the 
structure and chokes landfills.  Preserving 
a building is the ultimate in recycling.

9.   A community that preserves its past 
has more character and interest.  Old 
buildings differentiate a community  
from all others.

10.   An historic building has much to 
teach us regarding our identity, our 
uniqueness, our sense of place, and 
builds our respect for the past

“Whatever is goode in its kinde ought to be 
preserv’d in respect for antiquity, as well as 
our present advantage, for destruction can be 
profitable to none but such as live by it.”   
   Nicholas Hawksmoor, on the rebuilding of All 

Saints College, Oxford, 17 February 1715


